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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
Cabinet of Vice-President Viviane Reding, 
Commissioner for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship 

Head of Cabinet 

Brussels, 6 December 2010 
MS/DTZ/jl A(2010)4240 

Dear Ms Waringo, 

Thank you for your letter dated 16 October 2010 in which you share new elements of 
your analysis regarding the treatment of Roma migrants, in particular Romanian 
Roma, by the Luxembourg police. 

The European Commission as a Guardian of the Treaties has the duty to ensure that 
EU Law is correctly transposed in national legal orders and that its application in the 
Member States is carried out in conformity with EU Law. Therefore the European 
Commission can only act if there is a breach of EU Law, and this includes the violation 
of fundamental rights committed by authorities of Member States while implementing 
EU law. 

With reference to your letter of 14 September in which you refer to the leaflet 
produced by the Luxembourg police concerning begging on the streets, Directorate-
General Justice of the European Commission has analysed the leaflet and it does not 
appear to be relevant to EU Law. 

As regards possible expulsions by national authorities, I would like to inform you that 
the European Commission is closely monitoring the transposition of Directive 
2004/38/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on the 
right of citizens of the Union and their family members to move and reside freely within 
the territory of the Member States in all Member States of the European Union. In this 
context, the European Commission is carrying out an ongoing dialogue with all 
national authorities in order to ensure that the Free Movement Directive is correctly 
transposed in national legal orders. 
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Finally, the European Commission has been working hard in the last few months, to 
elaborate innovative mechanisms and to find ways to provide support to the Member 
States for the integration of Roma. The Communication on the social and economic 
integration of Roma in Europe, adopted in April this year, sets priorities for action by 
the European Commission and the Member States in a wide range of areas that are 
relevant for Roma integration. 

In the context of the Europe 2020 Strategy, the European Commission will also invite 
Member States to present national strategies for the inclusion of Roma. The 
Commission expects to see explicit and ambitious plans with clear targets in the fields 
of poverty reduction, employment and education. 

Yours sincerely, 


