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6 April 2009

Mr. Mirko Cvetković
Prime Minister 
Office of the Prime Minister
Nemanjina 11
11000 Belgrade
Republic of Serbia

Forced eviction of Roma in Novi Beograd

Honourable Prime Minister Cvetković,

We are writing to you in order to express our grave concern about the forced eviction of several 
hundred Roma, many of whom IDPs from Kosovo, from the Blok 67 in Novi Beograd. 

According to our information, the eviction was accompanied by police violence leading to the 
emergency evacuation of two Romany women. About 250 people, including many children and 
sick people, have been left without a home.

Forced evictions are not only inhumane; they may also constitute a gross violation of basic 
human rights. Indeed, they are in contravention of article 25.1 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and article 11.1 of the Convenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which 
protect the right to adequate housing.

They may also violate the Convenant on Civil and Political Rights which grants protection 
against arbitrary interference with an individual’s home and the International Convention on 
the Rights of the Child which requires state parties to provide material assistance, including 
housing, to children in need.

Given that the victims of this eviction were essentially Roma, article 5 of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination which prohibits racial 
discrimination in all its forms in the enjoyment of, inter alia, the right to housing and obliges and 
obliges States parties to eliminate any such for of discrimination may also have been violated.

We find it particularly distressful that the inhabitants of the settlement were not even given 
sufficient notice in order to be able to save their belongings which were destroyed together with 
the buildings. We are shocked by the racist protest of inhabitants of Boljevci which has prevented 
the temporary relocation of at least part of the former inhabitants of the settlement in containers.

We are therefore calling on you to investigate into the forced eviction of the inhabitants of Blok 
67 and make sure that their inhabitants are being offered alternative accommodation without 
delay. They should also be offered free of charge legal assistance in order to seek compensation 
for their losses.



We are calling on you to give appropriate instructions to the local authorities in order to prevent 
such actions in future.

We are calling to your government to take adequate measures in order to facilitate the local 
integration of Roma from Kosovo including their access to documents, housing and social 
services.

Furthermore, we believe that Serbia needs to step up its efforts to fight against racism and in 
particular racism against Roma.

We would very much appreciate if you could inform us about the follow-up you are giving to this 
issue.

Respectfully,

Murat Haliti        Karin Waringo
Chachipe a.s.b.l.

Copy to: Ms. Navanethem Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mr. Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
Mr. Oli Rhen, EU Commissioner for Enlargement
Ambassador Janez Lenarcic, Director of ODIHR
Mr. Knut Vollebaek, OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities
Mr. Walter Kälin, Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on 
Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons
Ms. Raquel Rolnik, Special Rapporteur on adequate housing
Mr. Githu Muigai, Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial 
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance
Ms. Gay McDougall, United Nations Independent Expert on Minority Issues
Mr. Saša Janković, Ombudsman Republic of Serbia


